
What score do I post if I am conceded a stroke in match play? 
 

A. If a player starts but does not complete a hole or is conceded a stroke, that player shall record for handicap 

purposes their most likely score. The most likely score consists of the number of strokes already taken plus, in 

the player's best judgement, the number of strokes that the player would need to complete the hole from that 

position more than half the time. This number may not exceed the player's Equitable Stroke Control limit. This 

most likely score should be preceded by an X, such as X6. 

  

There is no limit to the number of unfinished holes a player may have in a round provided that failure to finish 

is not for the purpose of Handicap Factor manipulation. 

  

Example 1: A and B are partners in a four-ball stroke play competition. On a hole on which neither player 

receives a handicap stroke, A lies two, 18 feet from the hole. B lies two, 25 feet from the hole. B holes a putt for 

a three. A picks up their ball because they cannot better B's score. A records X4 on the score card because 4 is 

their most likely score. 

  

Example 2: A and B are playing a match. On a hole on which neither player receives a handicap stroke, A has 

holed out in 4; B has a 30-foot putt for a 5. B has lost the hole and picks up. He records X6 on the score card 

because 6 is their most likely score. 

  

Example 3: A and B are playing a match. On a hole on which neither player received a handicap stroke, A is one 

foot from the hole, lying 4. B is 10 feet from the hole, lying 3. B putts and misses. They agree to a half. Both 

players record 5 because that is the score they most likely would have made. 

 

 

Posting scores   

A player is responsible for knowing her handicap factor and keeping it current and accurate. Players belonging 

to more than one club must post all their adjusted scores at all clubs to ensure the player's handicap factor is 

the same at all clubs or designate one club as her home club.  

Fair handicapping depends upon full, accurate information of a player's ability as reflected by her course.  

 

 

RCGA Handicap Factor is established by recording:  

1. If 13 or more holes have been played, the player will enter an 18-hole score. If 7 to 12 holes have been 

played, she must enter a 9-hole score. In either case, any holes not played during her round will be scored as 

part of the hole plus any handicap strokes she is entitled to receive on the unplayed holes. 

 

2. If the player did not complete a hole or was conceded a stroke on a hole, or the hole was not played under 

The Rules of Golf (example a Mulligan), she will record her most likely score for that hole. The most likely 

score consists of the number of strokes that she would need to hole out from that position more than half the 

time.  There is no limit to the number of unfinished holes she may have in a round. This concept is important 

because it allows for you to post scores made in Match Play where conceded strokes are common. When 

recording this proceed the score by an “x”.eg. X6. 

 

 3. When playing "away" games, a player must bring back the date, current course rating and slope rating from 

the tees played for posting of her RCGA equitable stroke control adjusted score.   


